ORGANISM
OF THE MONTH

at the Louis
Robidoux Parkland
& Pecan Grove!

THE MONARCH BUTTERFLY
(DANAUS PLEXIPPUS)
Kingdom: Animalia

Phylum: Arthropoda

Class: Insecta

Order: Lepidoptera

Genus: Danaus

Species: plexippus

From the forests of central Mexico to the plains of southern Canada, the
monarch butterfly is one of the most recognizable and beloved butterflies in
North America! Here at LRPPG, we are working to create a native garden that
functions as a monarch waystation, which will provide all of the necessary
food and shelter for migrating monarchs to feed, rest, and reproduce. Take a
walk through our garden and you may catch a glimpse of monarchs touching
down from their incredible 1,800 mile journey!

Diet
Adult monarchs will
visit a variety of
blooming plants to sip
nectar from their
flowers. However,
monarch caterpillars
can only eat milkweed.
This plant, which is
normally toxic, does
not hurt the monarch
caterpillar. Instead, it
helps make it
Back off!
poisonous to
predators!

Lifecycle and migration
Thousands of monarch
butterflies gather in the fall
to travel southward for
warmer climates. For
western monarch
populations, that means
here in California! They will
huddle together on trees in
coastal cities during their
winter hibernation. Come
spring, they begin the
journey back north, laying
eggs on milkweed plants
that they pass along the way.
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Family: Nymphalidae
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Egg: 3-5 days
Larva: 11-18 days
Chrysalis: 8-14 days
Adult: 2-6 weeks OR
up to 9 months!

FUN FACTS

PLANT NATIVE!
You can help monarch populations
by planting native milkweed and
other flowering plants at home! We
recommend narrowleaf milkweed
(Asclepias fascicularis) for caterpillars

An adult monarch's lifespan depends on when it completes its
metamorphosis. Adults that emerge from their chrysalis in the spring or
early summer will begin breeding and live for about 2-6 weeks. On the other
hand, adults that emerge in the fall will begin the migration south. This
migrating generation will not reproduce until the spring, when they begin the
journey back north. They can live for up to 9 months!
Monarch caterpillars will shed their skin five times as they grow! These are
called instars.
Male monarchs have two black spots in the center of their hind wings.
Females do not!

