ORGANISM
OF THE MONTH

at the Louis
Robidoux Parkland
& Pecan Grove!

HARVESTER ANTS
(POGONOMYRMEX CALIFORNICUS)
Kingdom: Animalia

Phylum: Arthropoda

Class: Insecta

Order: Hymenoptera
Family: Formicidae

Genus: Pogonomyrmex

Species: californicus

About
Some of LRPPG's most important residents are our colonies of harvester ants!
While we don't get too close because of their stings and bites, they play an
important role in ongoing habitat health at Louis Robidoux. Thanks to aeration
from our harvester ant colonies, our soil is healthier and more functional, and
better able to support dependent species. They also help with critical seed
transport since these happen to be a favorite food of theirs! Please help protect
our native ants by avoiding disturbing their nests while on-site at LRPPG.

Diet
Harvester ants are
known as granivores.
Like their name
suggests, they gather
seeds to store in their
nests. They then use
their very large
mandibles (and a bit of
saliva) to grind the
seeds down into "ant
bread." Ant bread is
stored in a communal
chamber within the
nest called a granary.

a keystone species
Many scientists consider
harvester ants to be keystone
species. That means that they
help hold the ecosystem
together! If we remove them,
many other organisms would
suffer and the ecosystem would
be drastically changed.

The relationship between harvester ants and plants is
called myrmecochory. The ants help spread the
seeds of plants, and that in turn ensures more plants
to harvest from in the future! Both species benefit
from this mutualistic interaction.

FUN FACTS

Watch Your step!
We want to keep these important
creatures around. Please watch out
for harvester ant nests and avoid
disturbing them.

I'm
important!

Harvester ants have been to space! In 2003, NASA sent a gel ant farm (a
sand farm would have crushed the ants during launch) into space for 16
days to observe the effect of zero gravity on their tunneling behavior.
Every ant has a job to do! There are scout ants, nest patrollers, trail
patrollers, foragers, cleaners, diggers, babysitters, and more!
A few individual harvester ant queens have been known to live to almost 30
years in the wild!
Harvester ants are a favorite food of the desert horned lizard.
Harvester ants have a sting that can cause painful sores, and even allergic
reactions. Ouch!

